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And The Winner of the 2009 Day of Action Extreme Makeover Is …
Children attending five child care centers are the real winners in yesterday’s Extreme Makeover Challenge that brought together companies, agencies and volunteers in a competition to make improvements to these centers. Employees from three area businesses, Shands HealthCare, Nationwide and Publix Super Markets Inc., competed as a part of United Way’s Day of Action on Sept. 9, 2009. More than 200 volunteers remodeled and refurbished the five child care centers. They painted playground equipment and cubbies, built a sandbox, spread more than 12 pick-up trucks full of mulch and other improvements to these learning environments. Gainesville Regional Utilities make energy-saving upgrades to the centers also. The competition was judged by area dignitaries including Gainesville Major Pegeen Hanrahan, Former Representative Ed Jennings and United Way Board Member Denny Gies. Decisions were made based on the quality of the improvements, the creativity of the volunteers and the impact the changes will have on the children.
Below are the judges’ decisions:
	A Small World
	Nationwide
	First Place 

	Pinewood School of Gainesville
	Shands HealthCare
	Second Place

	Little Bees Place for Kids
	Nationwide
	Third Place

	Magic Moments
	Publix Super Markets Inc.
	Spirit Award

	Smokey Bear Kiddy College
	Shands HealthCare
	Artistic Award


Day of Action is an opportunity to make a difference in the community through service. The event raises awareness of local needs and services and help community members better understand the impact of their investment in United Way.
MEDIA INQUIRIES: One-on-one media interviews will be available. To schedule, please contact:

Mindy Underberger, VP, Marketing & Communications, United Way of North Central Florida
Email: munderberger@unitedwayncfl.org W: 352.331.2800 or C: 352.665-5004
About United Way of North Central Florida
United Way of North Central Florida is a locally governed organization dedicated to leading the community to focus on issues and build solutions that improve lives. United Way engages the community to identify the underlying causes of the most significant local issues, develops strategies and pulls together financial and human resources to address them, and measures the results. Working to advance the common good by focusing on: education, income and health. For more information about United Way of North Central Florida, please visit: www.unitedwayncfl.org.
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